
LIGHTS is a prevention education curriculum designed to empower young people with knowledge 
and skills to protect themselves from human trafficking and exploitation. Based on the lived 
experiences of teen survivors, these interwoven narratives bring to life the complex and most 
common ways youth in America are trafficked and exploited. LIGHTS has been taught to youth in 
multiple states from many diverse socioeconomic backgrounds.

The LIGHTS curriculum is designed to educate middle and high school students with 10 
specialized 45-minute sessions. The �rst three are prerequisites that lay the foundation for 
understanding sex traf�cking, labor traf�cking, and sextortion. Following these, schools and 
educators may select any of the additional seven modules based on the demographics of the 
youth they serve to �nd which modules best �t the unique needs of their students. These 
modules have been piloted in multiple U.S. cities with children from every socio-economic 
background. We are working with key stakeholders in Washington D.C., New York City, New 
Jersey, Nevada, and elsewhere to train facilitators to teach LIGHTS to youth in schools and 
community groups.

FALSE PROMISE

A teenage girl named Lacy falls prey to a traf�cker who exploits her 
dream of becoming a famous singer.

SEXTORTION
A shy teen girl, Reiley, meets an older boyfriend online who 
convinces her to share sexual images which he then uses to 

exploit her until her best friend, Evi, steps in to help. 

LABOR TRAFFICKING
Leo is a teen boy struggling with food insecurity and abuse at home. 
When he is lured into a candy selling crew to help his mom he is 
almost pushed into commercial sexual exploitation, too. 

FAMILIAL TRAFFICKING
As Justina grows up she sees that the people in her family are not 
who she thought they were and she must decide to save herself.

JOIN US IN THIS EFFORT.



Contact us at: Tonya Turner, National Education and Training Director
tturner@unitas.ngo | 917.819.0868 |  www.unitas.ngo

LIGHTS was created by experts including: Tonya Turner UNITAS Training & Education Director, Harvard-Certi�ed, former 
Director of Training at GEMS. Andrea Powell: UNITAS Director of Youth & Survivor Engagement, Founder and previous 
Executive Director of FAIR Girls. Lamont Hiebert: UNITAS Program Director, previous Love146 Director & Co-Founder. 
Dr. Coralanne Grif�th-Hunte PsyD, C.C.T.S.F: UNITAS Board Member, Psychologist, Clinical Trauma Specialist, Educator, 
Senior Legislative Advisor, and NY State 2019 “Woman of Distinction.” Theresa Flores LSW, MS: author, survivor, 
L’Oreal “Women of Worth” honoree. Steven Procopio ACSW, LICSW: nationally recognized therapist working with males 
who have experienced sex traf�cking & exploitation, consultant to the U.S. DOJ & HHS. Erika L. Ewing M.F.A: Founder of 
Got To Stop has a B.A. in Theater from Smith College, an M.F.A. in Acting, Theater Arts, from Rutgers University and develops 
innovative arts programming. Additional survivors were also contracted and were key to informing LIGHTS.

PIMP DETERRENCE

Kareem is struggling to �nd work and help his family survive when a 
local pimp approaches him with an offer to make money fast.

IMMIGRANT SEX TRAFFICKING
Cassie came to the United States with her mom. When a local 

pimp exploits her dream of family and tells her the only way out 
is to recruit another teen girl into sex traf�cking she must decide 

what to do. 

FAKE JOB OFFER
Fiona's dream job turns out to be a nightmare that leads her into the 
world of stripping and bottle girls. She wants to escape but does not 
know who to trust. 

LGBTQI YOUTH EXPLOITATION
Bria feels alone because her family does not accept that she is 
transgender. Searching for acceptance, she is lured by another 

teen girl into the world of sex traf�cking. 

GANG RELATED EXPLOITATION
Dominik, a high school basketball star, is jumped by gang members 
and joins a rival gang that offers protection but instead pushes him 
into the world of forced criminality.

SURVIVAL SEX
Alex has been trading sex to survive in the streets. When he 

meets his girlfriend who is a victim of sex traf�cking, he wants to 
get out and start a new life with her. 


